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A BENEFIT OF LOVE — Bonnie and Ray Flor of Amherst, left, visit
with Ray’s mother, Bernice Graff, and benefit attendee Kathleen Naples,
during a fundraiser held for them on Sunday at St. Mary’s Parish Center.
A Benefit of Love was organized to help the couple pay medical bills, as
both are battling cancer. For information, visit the Web site
w w w. f l o r b e n e f i t . o r g .
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Community News

The Hartford Estates - North Bailey Homeowners Association

will hold a general meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31 at the North
Bailey Fire Hall, at Sweet Home Road at Homecrest Drive.

The Amherst BelCanto Choirs held a pancake breakfast
fundraiser at the Applebee’s on Transit Road in Williamsville on Jan.
12, serving more than 200 breakfasts. Choir members provided table
service and a talent show. Proceeds support the choirs’ planned New
Orleans tour in the summer of 2009. Applebee’s provided the
breakfast.

The Sandy Beach Yacht Club Women’s Organization recently
installed the 2008 officers, including Amherst residents Margot Smith,
membership chair, and Marilyn Bush, publicity chair.

Agreement reached; St. Joseph’s
Hospital to remain open

by KEATON T. DEPRIEST
Cheektowaga Editor

Nearly 14 tumultuous months
after St. Joseph Hospital was
mandated to close under New
York State law, the facility has
officially won the fight to remain
open.

The Catholic Health System,
the company that owns the hospi-
tal, finalized an agreement with
the state Department of Health on
Jan. 17.

Following months of negotia-
tions with the Health Department
and state representatives, CHS
was finally able to reach a com-
mon ground by creating a plan to
redevelop the hospital campus.

The plan will keep 125 beds,
core services and the hospital’s
state-of-the-art emergency de-
partment in operation on the
Harlem Road campus on the
sponsorship of CHS-owned Sis-
ters of Charity Hospital.

The emergency department,
which opened in 2005, cost $10
million to construct and cares for
more than 27,000 patients each
y e a r.

“We believe this plan is an enor-
mous victory for our community,
including the large number of
seniors in Cheektowaga and fam-
ilies throughout growing eastern
suburbs,” said Joseph McDonald,
CHS president and chief execu-
tive officer.

He said keeping the facility
open will ensure hospital and
emergency room capacity for the

community in cases of a catas-
trophic event, such as the Octo-
ber 2006 snowstorm.

“St. Joseph Hospital is a critical
community resource and our ac-
tion plan preserves patient care,
saves money and jobs, avoids
disruption of services and main-
tains the campus as an economic
engine in the community,” Mc-
Donald said.

On Nov. 2, 2006, the Commis-
sion on Healthcare Facilities in
the 21st Century listed 50 hospi-
tals in the state to be restruc-
tured, nine of which were slated
for closing, including St. Joseph
Hospital.

The organization is also known
as the Berger Commission,
named after its chairman,
Stephen Berger.

Since the Berger Commission’s
list became law on Jan. 1, 2007,
CHS and hospital representatives
have been pursuing several legal
cases against the state to try to
prohibit the facility’s closing.

The current CHS litigation
against the state will enter into
settlement discussions as a result
of the new agreement.

Under the new plan, which Mc-
Donald said meets the recom-
mendations of the Berger Com-
mission, St. Joseph Hospital will
surrender its operating certificate
and its 208 licensed beds, includ-
ing 127 beds currently in opera-
tion.

The facility would then reopen
as the eastern campus of Sisters
of Charity Hospital, with 125 un-

used beds from Sisters Hospital
and an operating license on a date
yet to be determined.

McDonald said the agreement
also:
• Eliminates 200 beds, as rec-

ommended in the Berger Com-
mission report, while creating an
even distribution of beds across
CHS, which will receive $8 mil-
lion to fold its operations into the
Sisters Hospital network.
• The current employees of

both facilities will maintain their
jobs, while St. Joseph Hospital
may still plan to expand its senior
services department to meet the
needs of the rapidly growing se-
nior population.

State Assemblyman Dennis
Gabryszak, D-Cheektowaga, said
the hospital is an asset to the
surrounding community, and
keeping the hospital open has
been his main priority since being
elected to the Assembly.

“This is a major victory for the
residents of Cheektowaga, Lan-
caster and all of Western New
York,” he said.

U.S. Rep. Brian Higgins, D-Buf-
falo, also called CHS’ agreement
with the state a solid plan for the
future of health care.

“The hospital has operated in
the black and has been financially
viable for the past six fiscal years,
while its admissions and emer-
gency room visits have steadily
grown,” he said. “This is a solid
plan, and I’m happy the state and
CHS will be working together to
finalize the details.”

Nominations for Service Academies
include Amherst residents

East Amherst resident Christopher Cassidy has
been nominated by Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-New
York, to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Nominees were chosen from a large group of
applicants based on the recommendations of a
selection committee appointed by Clinton, as well
as factors including academic record, leadership
potential and overall achievement.

“Our nation’s military academies represent a
commitment to excellence and are distinguished by
a unique dedication to duty, honor and courage,”
Clinton said. “I am very proud of this year’s
nominees, and I wish them every success in fulfill-
ing their dreams of becoming the future leaders of
our nation’s armed services.”

Rep. Thomas Reynolds, R-Amherst, also submit-
ted nominations — Elliot Hoy, a graduate of
Williamsville North High School now attending the
University at Buffalo, to the Naval Academy, An-
napolis; and Adam Danni, Williamsville South High
School, Merchant Marine Academy.

“Our nation’s Service Academies have a long and
well-deserved reputation for excellence,” Reynolds
said. “I know these Erie County students will
continue that tradition of excellence and serve our
country with honor, duty and character.”

To receive a nomination, students had to com-
plete an application and appear before Reynolds’
Service Academy Nomination Review Board.

Candidates are considered for the Air Force,
Military, Naval and Merchant Marine academies.

Valentine’s Day cards being collected
by Main Street chiropractor for soldiers

Dr. Brian A. Pokorski, of Chi-
ropractic Lifestyle and WNY
Disc Decompression Center, is
trying to collect 1,000 cards
from the community to send to
soldiers serving overseas on
Valentine’s Day.

The effort is part of the Have
a Heart campaign.

“I cannot think of a better way
to show our gratitude and ap-

preciation than by sending
cards with heartfelt messages
to the soldiers overseas,” he
said.

The local base representative,
retired Col. James Germain of
the 914th Family Readiness
Unit, said the troops are appre-
ciative of the campaign.

“It lets them know that they
are not alone and gives a real

boost to their morale,” Germain
said.

Pokorski is collecting cards
at his office, 4796 Main St.,
Snyder. He will deliver the
cards to the Niagara Falls Air
Force Base on Feb. 1.

Anyone interested in donat-
ing a card or getting involved
with the Have a Heart campaign
should call 635-9742.

School News

Mark Coley, a student at Amherst High School,
has been awarded a competitive scholarship from
the University of Findlay. His activities include
Amherst Youth Court, National Honor Society and
orchestra. Coley was one of a select group of 148
students from around the country invited to com-

pete for merit scholarships worth up to $5,000.
Students were selected based on high school grade
point average and ACT or SAT scores. Only 29
students from this group were awarded a scholar-
ship. He is the son of Mary Ann and Mark Coley of
Amherst.

 Call   741-7741
 5945 Vinecroft Drive
 Clarence Center, NY

 Directions: Transit Road,
 East on Roll Rd., North

 on Newhouse Rd.

 THE  Apartment Community for  Independent  Seniors

 ❖  Exceptional Staffing Ratios
 ❖  Classic Cable
 ❖  Individualized Housekeeping Services
 ❖  24 Hour Monitored Emergency Response System
 ❖  Spacious apartments with full sized appliances

 A lovely suburban setting just minutes from 
 shopping, restaurants, churches & more!

 Retirement Community Retirement Community

 www.seniorlivinginny.com

 I N D O O R
 S H O W R O O M  Specializing In Accessible Vehicles

 and Modifications for the Physically
 Challenged

 Come see us at the 2008 Buffalo
 Auto Show Feb. 6 - 10th

 Call today 759-6811
 9580 MAIN ST. • CLARENCE, NY

 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
 I HAVE PREPARED THOUSANDS OF TAX RETURNS

 IF YOU CALL ME, YOU TALK TO A PERSON, NOT VOICE MAIL

 1349 HERTEL AVE. at Colvin • Member of Amherst Chamber of Commerce

 ANTHONY C. LEONE

 FREE ELECTRONIC FILING of your State & Federal Tax Return
 If I am the paid preparer of your return 

 TAX 

 TIP:
 DON’T MISS THESE CREDITS AND DEDUCTIONS. SAVE 
 HUNDREDS, POSSIBLY THOUSANDS,
 BY LETTING ME PREPARE YOUR TAX RETURNS.
 • Educator Expenses
 • Tuition and Fees
 • Retirement Credits
 • Student Loan Interest

 • IRAs
 • Earned Income Credit
 • Lifetime Learning Credit

 CALL TODAY 876-4836

 Same Location Since 1981

 Walk-ins 
 Welcome


