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Concerns not being
heard by village

On the edge of the escarpment,
overlooking Amherst State Park,
a builder proposes to replace a
single-family dwelling on a large
treed lot with a four-unit com-
plex, paving over a large seg-

. Correction

ment as driveway. Neighbors are
unanimously opposed but have
had difficulty getting an inatten-
tive village government to re-
spond, or sometimes even to
take into account existing vil-
lage policies on zoning and de-
velopment.

Recently, the Village Planning

(Please turn to page six)

In the Aug. 8 edition an article misidentified the school where Chris
Cooper and Matthew Eichhorn are students. They will attend Mill

Middle School in the fall.

Daniel Flaherty was misidentified in the Amherst Police Depart-
ment Youth Police Academy photo featured in the Aug. 8 edition.
Mark Klyczek’s name was misspelled in last week’s front page

story.
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Do you think
New York State
should have the
death penalty?

Click to

ONLINE
POLL

Last week’s question:
Do you participate in
charity walks?

RESULTS

Log onto
www.AmherstBee.com
today, to cast your vote
for next week’s online poll!

You said:

33% ves 67%no
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In Western New York politics,
all begins, ends with money

[4 M oney makes the world go around, the
world go around, the world go
around. Money makes the world go

around, it makes the world go round.”

The above phrase is a lyric from the 1966
musical “Cabaret,” a very successful Broadway
production that became a hit and led to the
acclaimed movie that came out in 1972.

It speaks volumes about what most of us
already know — the more financial stability you
have, whether it be personally or professionally,

to the budget process, continued use of patron-
age to award family members and political
friends jobs and the general lack of true reform
on how county business is handled on a
day-to-day basis prove that virtually nothing has
changed. The very thought of a taxpayer revolt is
just another fancy phrase that some media out-
lets spew out from time to time.)

Back to Clark vs. Kane: It’s going to get real ugly
over the next 30 days. Add in the fact that fellow
Democrat Jimmy Griffin’s apparent lack of mon-

the more power you can wield and the
more clout you can carry, no matter
what you decide to do in your life.
In the world of politics, including
here in Western New York, everything
begins and also ends with money,
specifically the candidates for elected
office who possess the most moolah
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ey makes him a virtual nonfactor in the
race and you've got the ultimate show-
down for who will likely end up sitting
in the large cushy chair in the execu-
tive suite on the 16th floor of the Rath
Building.

And what about Republican Chris
Collins? He’s on the sidelines watching

and how they use it in their quest to be
elected.

In the race for Erie County execu-
tive, figures obtained from the state
Board of Elections show that three of
the four candidates for the top elected
position in the county are ready to
spend, spend, spend and then spend a little more,
with campaign coffers bubbling over with hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars.

Supporters of Democrats Jim Keane and Paul
Clark have been very busy this year banging on
doors, shaking hands and kissing babies at a very
good clip, helping their candidates pull in the
needed capital that will likely be used over the
next month for television advertisements, lawn
signs, bumper stickers and other flashy literature
featuring voter-friendly catch phrases as the two
men prepare for the Democratic primary on Sept.
18.

Political observers are predicting both men will
end up generating close to $1 million, a staggering
figure when you think of the economic conditions
in this area and what was thought to be the
emergence of a taxpayer revolt two years ago
following the county’s fiscal crisis that occurred
in 2005 under the watch of outgoing county
executive Joel Giambra.

(Quick side note on the “taxpayer revolt.”
There’s no such thing. While some longtime
county legislators were replaced in the last
election cycle, the same-old-same-old approach

DAN
MEYER

Political

Columnist

the Keane-Clark brouhaha, waiting for
the Nov. 6 general election and work-
ing feverishly to increase the funds in
his own campaign war chest.

Financial records from the state
show Collins is pulling in cash, but
much of it is coming from companies
with which Collins has close personal ties. The
key question for his campaign will be just how
much money from his own personal piggy bank
he wants to put into a race where he will be
viewed as the obvious underdog.

Then there is Joe Illuzzi, the webmaster of a
local politically based Web site. Illuzzi somehow
has managed to pull in large amounts of money
from very fearful politicians. What does it say
about those who hold office and possess the
power to make the truly important decisions that
impact our region that they continue to bow
down to Iluzzi and hand over thousands of
dollars to him? He provides “positive press” for
those who choose to advertise on his Web site
and throws cheap shots at those who have
enough common sense to decline.

“Money, money, money, money. Mark, a yen,
a buck or a pound, that clinking, clanking
clunking sound is all that makes the world go
round, it makes the world go round.”

(Daniel Meyer is a columnist for the Weekly
Independent Newspapers of Western New York.
Opinions are those of the author.)

Property tax rebate extended
for Erie County residents

uilding on the success of last year’s
Bproperty tax rebate check program, the

Senate worked this year to expand the
initiative. As aresult, Erie County residents will
soon be receiving information on how to apply
for their rebate, and seniors eligible for en-
hanced STAR will soon be receiving their
checks.

If any resident property owner or their spouse
was not a New York State resident in 2005 and
was not required to file a 2005 New York State
income tax return, you will need the front page
of his/her 2005 Federal Income Tax return.

If you receive more than one notification
letter and preprinted application, please review

the information on each application.

Applications for the 2007 New York
State Property Tax Rebate will be
mailed to Erie County homeowners
beginning Aug. 20. Included in the
packet you will receive from the
Department of Taxation and Finance
is important information necessary
to complete the application and in-
structions for filing online or through
the mail. The deadline for applying is
Nov. 30.

The application requires the follow-
ing information to complete:

® The STAR code for your property,
which is included in the letter you
will receive. The STAR code is a six-character
code assigned by the Tax Department. This
code will make it easy to identify your property
when you apply for your rebate. Simply transfer
the STAR code to your online application. If you
use the paper application, the STAR code is
already preprinted on the form.

® The names and Social Security numbers of
all resident property owners and their spous-
es.

® Verification that each resident property
owner and their spouse filed a New York State
income tax return for 2005.

MARY LOU
RATH bill,

New York
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You should only apply for a rebate for
a home that you owned on the date
provided on the preprinted applica-
tion and that was your primary resi-
dence.

Remember, your rebate check is in
addition to the property tax relief
received through the STAR program,
which is shown on your school tax

Seniors 65 years and older who
receive the enhanced STAR exemp-
tion do not have to apply for their
2007 rebate. Those checks will be
mailed automatically and are also
scheduled to be sent Aug. 20. If you have not
received a check by the end of September, to
ensure your eligibility and that no errors have
been made, call the STAR hotline at
1-877-678-2769.

For further information regarding the 2007
property tax rebates, including check amounts
and frequently asked questions, visit www.nys-
tax.gov or call the STAR hotline.

I was glad to be able to help bring additional
tax relief to Western New York homeowners
and will continue to work to reduce property
taxes.



