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Amherst Chamber of Commerce
First to create a Health Insurance Brokerage division

Chambers of commerce and
trade associations have been pro-
viding health insurance for small
businesses in the region for many
years.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the only
place a small business with less
than 10 employees could access
group health insurance was
through one of these agencies.

“It was a great opportunity for
business and provided organiza-
tions with expanded member-
ships and ancillary dollars to ded-
icate to programming,” said
Colleen C. DiPirro, Amherst
Chamber of Commerce president
and CEO. “However, that oppor-
tunity no longer has the advan-
tages it once did. Costs are esca-

lating dramatically, and health
care options with the available
plans are dwindling.”

DiPirro said the Amherst Cham-
ber of Commerce, in response to
the feedback received from the
business community, is the first
chamber in the region to create a
Health Insurance Brokerage Divi-
sion. She said businesses of all
sizes now can meet with the
Amherst Chamber and have a
plan designed for them that meets
the needs of both the employer
and the employees.

Customized plans are available
for Independent Health, Blue
Cross and Blue Shield, Communi-
ty Blue, Univera and United
Health Insurance.

“Unlike other brokers, the
Amherst Chamber takes into con-
sideration the entire profitability
of the business, consistent with
our mission of providing the tools
for business prosperity,” DiPirro
said.

She said the Chamber is cur-
rently meeting with existing eligi-
ble subscribers to develop plans
that are more cost-effective than

their present contracts. Addition-
ally, subscribers no longer have to
pay the $12-$25 quarterly adminis-
trative fee charged on the typical
“chamber plans.”

“Response to our new sub-
sidiary has been overwhelmingly
positive. Our ability to save firms
hundreds or thousands of dollars
annually while providing them
with the opportunity to select the
coverage they need — not just
choose from a predetermined
menu — is attractive to our mem-
bers,” DiPirro said.

An additional advantage to the
new subsidiary, Benefit Solutions,

is the Chamber’s full-time, profes-
sional staff to work with employ-
ers and human resource special-
ists that cuts down on operational
expenses for businesses.

The Chamber does all the work
including meeting with the em-
ployees to explain the policies
and their value and walk them
through the enrollment process,
DiPirro said, adding that current-
ly, the chamber is working with
employers representing two to
2,000 employees.

For more information, call the
Amherst Chamber of Commerce
at 632-6905.

Tennyson Court under
new management

Peregrine Health Management Company was recently approved by
the Department of Health to be the new manager of Tennyson Court,
an 84-bed, assisted-living community in Williamsville.

Stephen S. Bowman, president of Peregrine, acknowledged the
outstanding job done by developers Bernie and Michael Becker.

Tennyson Court will be the third assisted-living community for
seniors run by Peregrine in Western New York. Plans are in place to
open Pilgrim’s Landing in Amherst in March.

“Peregrine will build upon the tradition of caring previously
established at Tennyson Court, with the support of the excellent care
staff that is already in place,” Bowman said.

The company plans to offer services including personal care
supervision, three nutritious meals per day prepared by a chef,
professionally trained care staff, housekeeping and laundry ser-
vices.

‘‘Unlike other brokers, the Amherst
Chamber takes into consideration the
entire profitability of the business,
consistent with our mission of
providing the tools for business
p r o s p e r i t y. ’’— Colleen C. DiPirro, Chamber president, CEO

 R. ANTHONY RONCI

 Evening Hours Available
 First Consultation Free

 853 Brighton Road
 Tonawanda, NY 14150

 834-0771

 ATTORNEY AT LAW
 25 Years Experience

 •  Real Estate
 •  Wills & Estates

 •  Personal Injury
 •  Divorce & Family Law

 •  Criminal & DWI

 Call the Bee for Your Success Story – 632-4700

 5564 Main Street • PO Box 150 • Williamsville, NY 14231-0150
 www.BeeNews.com 

 ” ”

 –  Patti Capitani, Sr. Vice President of Sales
     Respiratory Services of WNY

 3229 Broadway • Cheektowaga, NY 14227
 683-6699
 www.respiratoryservices.com

 “ “  O ur ads in “The Bee” get response! People call and 
 comment on how attractive the ad is and how the 

 information moved them to inquire about our services. We have 
 gotten many new customers from our ads in the Bee Newspapers.

 Advertising In The Bee  GETS  RESULTS!

 833-2463

 •  Repairs & Parts for all makes 
 •  Day & Night Service
 •  Efficient Furnaces
 •  Air Conditioning

 Buy Now... and SAVE
 FURNACE SALE

 More than 33 million people in the U.S. 
 suffer from overactive bladder or OAB with 
 symptoms such as frequent urination, 
 urgency, waking up at night to urinate, and 
 wetting accidents. If you’re one of them, 
 your doctor may have prescribed:

 • Ditropan XL ®

 We would like to know:
 • Are you satisfied with your current OAB 
 treatment?

 • Is it effectively controlling your
    symptoms?
 • Do you tolerate the side effects?

 Do You Suffer From

 Overactive Bladder?

 No?  There may be an alternative treatment that is right for you. We 
 are conducting a research study of an FDA approved study medication 
 for the treatment of OAB. There is no placebo (sugar pill) involved in 
 this study and all participants will be given active study medication. 
 The study will measure the medication’s ability to control the symptoms 
 of OAB as well as patient satisfaction. All study-related care and study 
 medication will be provided.

 For more information, please contact us at:

 Don’t Wait, Participate

 Center for Urologic Research of WNY, LLC
 6645 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221-5934   •   716-631-9654

 Drinking and Driving

 Snyder PhaPmacy X
 4536 Main St., Snyder   Tel. 839-3050

 Everybody knows drinking and
 driving don’t mix. But did you
 know alcohol should not be
 consumed with some medicines?
 We’re careful to label them.


