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Williamsville North’s Nick Angelo body checks St. Joe’s Jeffery Amico
for the puck during the Spartans’ 4-2 Division I loss on Thursday on the
Amherst Pepsi Center Feature Rink. Photo by Joe Eberle

Late goals lift St. Joe’s over Williamsville North
by PATRICK J. NAGY
Reporter

Two late St. Joe’s third period
goals lifted the Marauders to a 4-2
win over Division I rival
Williamsville North on Thursday
on the Amherst Pepsi Center Fea-
ture Rink.

It was North’s first loss of the
season. St. Joe’s improved to
5-0.

Anthony Caruso scored on the
power play with 3:15 left in the
third period from Ron Femia and
Kris Raepple. Raepple added an
odd-man rush goal from Femia
and Mark Gramza II 55 seconds
later for St. Joe’s.

“They try to throw the puck and
create odd man rushes and they
have lots of speed up front and we
didn’t do a great job of handling
their speed,” said North coach
Bob Rosen.

Cole Schneider opened the
scoring for the Marauders with a

first period goal from Raepple
and Lucas Marchiori. North tied it
up at 10:06 of the second on the
power-play from Nick Angelo and

Jake Fronczak. St. Joe’s Pat Rug-
gerio (Femia, Caruso) and a pow-
er-play goal from North’s Jake
Newton (Justin Kochan, Ryan

Geary) made it 2-2 after the sec-
ond period.

North’s Brandon Komm made
35 saves, including 17 in the third
period. North had 32 shots, nine
in the third.

A game write-up of North’s 4-2
win over Frontier on Saturday as
well as their performance in the
Morrisville Ice Classic, will ap-
pear in the Jan. 3 edition. North is
4-1 in league play.

Williamsville South

All Bishop Timon-St. Jude need-
ed was three good scoring
chances to shut out the Billies,
3-0, Thursday on the Olympic
Rink.

The Tigers scored a goal in each
period, two coming from Michael
Cassidy. Cassidy scored his first
with two minutes left in the first
period from John Garvin off a
faceoff and his second on the
power play from Mike McCarthy
and Michael Carrig with 4:33 re-
maining in the game. Mike Miran-

da scored with 2:03 left in the
second from Steve Zappia after a
South defenseman pinched
which sprung Miranda loose on a
b r e a k a w a y.

“I thought we played a good
game,” said South coach Sean
Green, whose team dropped to
3-6. “We’re generating some
chances. We have to learn how to
finish. We hit three posts and a
couple went off their goalie’s
mask… The coaching staff was
pleased with the effort.”

Timon outshot South, 23-20.
Matt Green played strong in net
for South, said Green, stopping a
couple of breakaways.

South lost to Kenmore East, 6-0,
on Saturday. A game write-up of
the South-Kenmore East game
and the South-St. Francis game to
be held at 3 p.m. Saturday on the
Feature Rink, will appear in the
Jan. 3 edition.

e-mail: pnagy@beenews.com

Tigers take runner-up at holiday tournament
The Amherst Tigers Hockey

team was able to turn around a
slow start to their season this past
week as they defeated Section
IV’s Notre Dame of Batavia, 4-3, to
take the runner-up trophy in the
Palladino Pizzeria Amherst Holi-
day Tournament.

“I am very proud of my boys,”
said Amherst head coach Rich
Crozier. “While we would have
loved to have won the champi-
onship, this gets our team headed
in the right direction. Our coach-
ing staff witnessed a lot of good
things over the past two nights
and are optimistic about our
chances in upcoming games.”

The Tigers took on Notre Dame
of Batavia in the opening game of
the tournament and quickly fell to
a 2-0 deficit.

The Tigers roared back in the
second period. Junior Zach Wil-
lett crashed the net and banged
home the rebound of senior Chris
Scumarra’s wrist shot to cut the
Notre Dame of Batavia lead to
one. Senior David Moore tied the
game at two when he scored the
prettiest goal of the year. The
defenseman gathered the puck in
the Tigers zone and took it coast
to coast finally dekeing the goalie
and beating him five-hole.

“That was one of the prettiest
goals I have ever seen,” said
Crozier. “David is playing excep-
tionally well for us right now. It is
so great to see him step up and
contribute.”

Before the period ended, Willett
scored his second of the game
again from Scumarra this time

after a strong, hard working shift.
Scumarra, junior David Rubach,
and Willett wore out the Batavia
defensemen down low in their
zone until finally they capitalized
when Willett banged home anoth-
er rebound. Moore also assisted
on the play. The second period
ended with a 3-2 margin in
Amherst’s favor.

“That was probably the best
period of hockey I have ever had
a team play for me,” said Crozier.
“We outshot them 20-4. The effort
from my team that period was
exceptional. Twenty shots in a
period has to be an Amherst
record.”

Notre Dame tied the score at 3-3
with about nine minutes remain-
ing in the game. Again, the Tigers
answered the call. Junior Al Mc-
Quiggan riffled a slap shot past
the Notre Dame goalie when he
was fed a pass in the high slot
from junior Mike Gruttaduria. Ju-
nior Dan Hubbard also assisted
on the play.

The Tigers were able to hold on
in the dying minutes to seal the
4-3 victory, their first of the sea-
son. Sean Smith played very well,
recording 15 saves in the win.

On Wednesday night the Tigers
took on Section V’s Rush-Henriet-
ta. Despite playing well and out-
shooting their opponent 33-23,
the Tigers lost a heartbreaker,
4-3.

“This was a very difficult loss
for us,” said Crozier. “We were the
better team on the ice and we out
played them for the majority of
the game. Unfortunately, we

made too many critical mistakes
and were not able to capitalize on
our many chances. We’ll need to
learn from this one”

After falling behind 1-0, the
Tigers responded immediately,
scoring 35 seconds later. McQuig-
gan recorded his second in as
many games when he scored off
a beautiful pass from Hubbard.
Rush-Henrietta took the 2-1 lead
early in the second, but yet again
the Tigers responded. Junior Matt
Allwes scored on a rebound when
he crashed the net after senior
Thom Bergman let a hard slap
shot go.

The Tigers took the lead in the
closing minutes of the second
when Moore scored his second in

as many games. Moore took a
nice pass from Allwes and went in
on the Rush-Henrietta team on a
two on one break. Moore faked
the pass and rifled it top corner
giving the Tigers a 3-2 lead.

Unfortunately, luck was against
the Tigers on this night as
Rush-Henrietta scored two unan-
swered goals in the third period
to pick up the win.

All was not lost for the Tigers as
their performance earned them
the runner-up trophy for the Hol-
iday tournament. Frontier won
the championship with victories
over Rush-Henrietta and Notre
Dame.

Willett’s two-goal performance
and Moore’s two goal and one

assist performance earned the
two budding stars all–tourna-
ment team honors.

“Zach’s been playing really well
for us. He’s earned a lot more ice
time for the effort he’s been
putting in. He has capitalized on
his chances and is getting the job
done,” said Crozier.

The Tigers next travel to Glens
Falls for their annual Winter
Break Classic against Glens Falls
and South Glens Falls.

“We’ll look to build on these
performances” said Crozier.
“Hopefully the momentum gained
from this tournament will carry
over all through out the break.
We’d love to start the New Year on
a winning streak.”

North Fed JV wins
two by shutouts

Williamsville North’s Federation JV team played St. Joe’s on Saturday, Dec.
16 followed by a game against rival Williamsville East on Sunday, Dec. 17.

It was apparent early on in the St. Joe’s game that North was a more
polished team. St. Joe’s never generated much offense and North capitalized
on a few mistakes St. Joe’s defenders made in their own end.

Chris Marsack led all North scorers with a hat trick and an assist. Matt
Bauman recorded a five-point game (goal, four assists). Ian Moskal and Jake
Eldridge had a goal each and two assists in the 10-0 game.

Kim Sass recorded the shutout.
The East game was evenly played and could have gone either way.
North’s Sass and East’s J. Lewis stopped everything in the first period.
Sean Durfee’s power-play goal in the second was all the scoring heading

into the third. East hit two goal posts before North’s Austin Heusner tucked
in a rebound to secure the 2-0 victory.

It was the first time in three years North recorded back-to-back shutouts.
Jordan Fahnestock, Brian Jaszka and Ben Katz led the North defense.

 It’s A New Year... A New Start!
 Time For Your Family To Get Fit Together!

 One Month Membership
 (equals to about a dollar a day/per person)

 No long-term commitment, automatic renewal, cancel anytime
 (offer expires 1/31/07)

 IT STARTS WITH A PLAN...
 AND A GENUINE FAMILY FITNESS CLUB

 that allows the entire family to work out, train & get fit
 • On-Site Child Care • State-of-the-art Equipment

 • Personal Trainers • Massage Therapists and more!

 Try Our January Special! Try Our January Special! Try Our January Special!

 Call Tom  LaPenna - Executive Director

 633- 1 635

 In The � of Williamsville

 1 62 Mill Street • Williamsville

 Now Under 
 New 

 Management!


