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Your business is news
The Bee publishes news about local businesses and
their employees. We also welcome news about
hirings, promotions and individual honors. A form for
such submissions is available. Call us at 632-4700
or fax 633-8601.

M e et i n g s Vern Stein Fine Art features
hard to find artists

by JESSICA L. FINCH
Associate Editor

Taking a painting or a print and
making it a fine piece of art can
add something special to an of-
fice or home.

Adding that extra touch is what
Vern Stein and Mary Pabst, part-
ners at Vern Stein Fine Art, have
been doing for years.

With 75 years of experience in
the field of art design, the two
offer their expertise from the re-
cently expanded space at 5747
Main St., near Evans Street in
Wi l l i a m s v i l l e .

Stein, the owner of the building,
purchased the neighboring space
and expanded the studio to add
showroom, storage and office
space.

“The recent renovation doubled
our space,” Pabst said of the
work, which took place this past
s u m m e r.

Vern Stein Fine Art opened in
1987 in a different space in the
village and was moved to its cur-
rent location. Pabst, who has
business and art experience,
joined the business in May.

Specializing in custom framing,
Vern Stein Fine Art has 900 vari-
eties in stock, allowing for rapid
turnaround and unusual designs.
The partners also own Main
Frame on Hertel Avenue in Buffa-
lo, where the paintings and prints
are framed.

Prices are comparable to other
framing businesses, Pabst said,
adding that the business manu-
factures every frame to specifica-
tions, quickly and efficiently.

Pabst said many people have a
“fear” of art and are hesitant
about looking at and purchasing
pieces. But she said there should
be one rule when selecting art —
does the shopper love it for the
space where it will be show-
cased?

In addition to custom framing,
Pabst and Stein purchase art
pieces from around the world.

“We have pieces you don’t see
anywhere else ... opposed to
generic prints,” she said, adding
that the business almost exclu-
sively purchases originals.

Some prints are sold at the
studio, and future plans include
selling limited edition prints.

One of the artists often featured
at Vern Stein Fine Art will be
holding a trunk sale of 400 pieces
this weekend. The Phoenix Art
Group will hold the gallery sale
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov.
10 and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 11.

Stein, who has been selecting
art pieces for more than 40 years,
is always being introduced to new
artists that he wishes to bring to
the studio. He is currently plan-
ning a show for this spring featur-
ing a Persian artist who hasn’t
been extensively shown in the
United States.

Bringing new pieces to Buffalo
meets a need that exists in the
area, Stein said. He added that

many buyers leave the area to
find pieces, thinking they
wouldn’t be sold here — but they
are.

Longtime colleagues in the art
profession, Pabst said she re-
members taking advice from
Stein when she started in the
field. The former owner of her
own business, Pabst saw joining
Stein as a great opportunity in her
c a r e e r.

“We are able to accomplish a lot
more together than apart,” Stein
said.

The joint partnership and the
added space has opened many
new opportunities for Vern Stein
Fine Art. With the additional wall
space, the company is able to
exhibit more of the paintings and
wall sculptures that are for
sale.

Williamsville, known as a walk-
ing community, has been an ap-
propriate space for a business
such as Vern Stein Fine Art be-
cause window shoppers have
ventured inside after a piece
caught their eye.

Pabst said the business pro-
vides as much assistance as pos-
sible to someone unsure about
what frame or piece to select.
When an individual brings in a
painting or print to have framed,
Pabst and Stein show the 900
available styles for framing the
piece and are able to produce a
product based on the client’s
needs.

Gallery hours are from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Friday
and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
days. For more information, call
626-5688.

Technology and
practice of law is
topic of program
Kenneth Africano, a liti-

gation partner in the Buf-
falo office of Harter Se-
crest & Emery LLP, will
serve as a speaker at the
University at Buffalo Law
Alumni Convocation and
CLE Program, “Technolo-
gy and the Practice of
Law” 9:10 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 18 at the Buffalo Hy-
att Regency. Africano will
present on the new feder-
al rules for electronic dis-
covery. Other co-panelists
for the program include
Leslie G. Foshio, Eugene
F. Pigott, Professor James
Milles and Michael Wol-
ford. U.S. District Court
Judge Michael A. Telesca
will receive the 2006
Jaeckle Award at the lun-
cheon to follow. Africano
focuses his practice on
business litigation and in-
tellectual property litiga-
tion.

Employee benefits
seminar

scheduled
Jaeckle Fleischmann &

Mugel, LLP announces
that the firm’s Employee
Benefits practice group
will present a complimen-
tary seminar from 7:45 to
11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 9
in Amherst. For more infor-
mation or to register, call
843-3820. The seminar
will focus on legislative
changes and trends in the
areas of employee retire-
ment, compensation and
benefit plans. Topics in-
clude required changes to
401(k) and retirement
plans under the new Pen-
sion Protection Act, the
impact of 409A deferred
compensation rules on
severance pay and bonus
plans, employer liability
for hidden fees under
401(k) plans and employ-
ee benefit plan gover-
nance issues.

Workshop set
on managing

small business
SCORE will host a work-

shop from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.
21 on starting and manag-
ing a business. The work-
shop is designed for new
business startups to learn
all the elements of busi-
ness management re-
quired for success. It is
also helpful for those in
business who may be ex-
periencing problems, or
want to fine-tune their
business for greater effi-
ciency and success.

Mary Pabst, left, partner at Vern Stein Fine Art,
5747 Main St., shows Susie Riessen some examples

of the 900 framing designs the studio offers.
Photo by John Rusac

Five Star Bank future plans backed by history
Five Star Bank was formed in 2005 as the

result of the consolidation of National Bank
of Geneva, Bath National Bank, Wyoming
County Bank and First Tier Bank & Trust —
all which have history in the region.

Today, expansion is on the forefront of
the bank’s plan, with additional branches
expected in Amherst.

The 5385 Main St. and 5491 Sheridan
Drive locations are just the beginning,
Branch Manager Sue Klepadlo said.

“Five Star Bank is growing at a rapid pace,”
she said, adding that customer service con-
tinues to be the bank’s main focus.

With 26 years of experience in banking,
Klepadlo said she wanted to work for Five
Star Bank because of its high level of
service.

With locations opening throughout Erie
County, Five Star Bank is part of a history
that dates back to the 1850s.

President and CEO Peter Humphrey is the
fourth generation of the Humphrey family
to lead the company.

Wolcott Humphrey, Peter’s great-grandfa-
ther, was appointed to head Wyoming Coun-
ty Bank in Warsaw and successfully worked
in the banking field. The Warsaw location

continues to be the bank’s headquarters.
During the 1800s and 1900s the other

banks would be founded that were merged
in 2005 to create Five Star Bank.

Today, with $1.9 billion in assets, Five Star
Bank has 50 offices and 72 ATMs in Western
and Central New York.

“Five Star Bank is still guided by my
great-grandfather’s original vision of a com-
munity-focused bank,” Peter said. “As we
move forward, we are uniquely positioned
with the people, the locations and the
resources in place to serve our customers
and our communities for years to come.”


