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Strong play evokes old cliché for Squirt Minor ‘AAA’
The Amherst Knights Squirt Minor

“AAA” hockey team played strong for
all but two minutes in a tough 6-4 loss
to the Depew Saints last Wednesday
evening at the Amherst Pepsi Center.

The Knights acquainted themselves
with an old sports cliché that says a
hockey team must play a full 60
minutes to defeat a high quality oppo-
nent. The Knights had a decidedly
clear advantage in play with the ex-
ception of a volcanic two-minute
span in the second period where the
Saints erupted for four goals.

The Knights’ transition game was
sharp early on as the defensive pair-
ing of Ellis Smith and Bradley Truel
used some smart crisp passing to turn
up ice quickly. A final deft pass found
the stick of Mitchell Spring, who
broke down the middle of the ice a

step ahead of a back-checking Saint.
Spring used his left leg to ward off

the opposing player’s stick and un-
leashed a Mitchell missile that sailed
over the Saints’ goaltender’s right
shoulder to give the Knights the early
lead.

Getting up ice quickly was a trend
that carried on throughout the game.

Defensemen Luke Eberhard’s
smooth skating and strong pivot abil-
ity frustrated many of the Saints
faster forwards. On one play, Eber-
hard had to pivot front to back twice
in open ice to stay with one of the best
skating forwards the Saints had to
offer. Eberhard kept the opposition’s
speed to the outside, ending their
scoring opportunity in the corner
boards. This allowed a back-checking
winger to pick up the puck and exe-
cute a quick transition pass.

Late in the first period, the Owen
Green-Danny Tyczynski-Dante To-
daro line took advantage of getting
up ice quickly.

On a three on two break, Todaro
made a great outside move that al-
lowed him to get the puck to the net
and generate a number of scoring
opportunities. Finally, Owen Green’s
quick shot and rebound ended with
Danny Tycznski jamming the puck
into the corner of the net. At the end of
the first period, the Knights led 2-0.

Early in the second period, the
Knights let their guard down and the
Saints pounced on the opportunity.
For a two-minute span, the Saints
stormed the Knights’ net. Jimmy Sze-
fler, Garrett Meegan, Elliott Crimmen
and Ryan Wheeler all scored to put
the Saints up 4-2.

After a late second period goal by
the Saints’ Zachary Burdzy, the
Knights finally woke up and started
to play their game. The Mitchell
Spring-Matt Stephan-Alex Dimitroff
line came back in the third period to
score two more goals. Spring
notched his second of the game with

a twisting low wrister.
After a quick goal by the Saints,

Spring found Dimitroff to the left of
the Saints net. Dimitroff let a wrist
shot go as soon as the pass hit his
stick.

A sneaky Matt Steffan, in perfect
position on the open right side,
drilled the rebound home to give the
Saints a 6-4 lead.

Throughout the third period, a
number of Knights players made their
presence felt in a ferocious team
effort to get back in the game. De-
fensemen Danny Brodzik picked up
the puck inside his blue line and took
it the length of the ice, challenging
the opposition’s defense and creating
a great scoring chance.

Chris Winiecki worked hard forc-
ing the play inside the opposition’s
blue line, keeping pressure on their
defense and wingers. Winiecki made
good decisions and forced the play
up ice with some smart short rushes
and forward passes.

Dylan Lock’s speed kept the Saints
defense honest and on one right side
rush had the Saints’ defense backing
in and smothering their goaltender.

Matt Ruggiero used his strength to
gather in the puck and made a strong
inside move at the left faceoff circle
that created havoc in front of the
Saints’ net.

In one fury of scoring chances, MJ
Bronsky picked up a loose puck and
almost scored on a wrap-around by
powering his way around the net.

In frustration, the Saints took a
number of penalties. The Knights
have been practicing their puck
movement and it was evident when
they had the man advantage.

From the right boards, Green took
command of the power play using
crisp passes with his point men to get
good shots on goal. The pressure on
the Saints’ goalie was intense but he
held firm as the Knights tried desper-
ately to even the game.

NFL
Bye week pauses Bills’ losing streak
by MATT KRUEGER
Reporter

The good news for the Buffalo Bills this week is
that they don’t have to worry about losing for the
fourth Sunday in a row.

OK, they can’t win either, since they’ll be taking
this weekend to relax, nurse any lingering injuries
and figure out how to get back on course.

Yes, the bye week couldn’t come at a better
time.

Following three straight losses to Chicago, De-
troit and New England, the Bills are reeling and
headed for the bottom of the AFC. They could use
a break.

“It gives us a chance, a weekend off, to maybe
watch other teams, see where we want to go, what
we want to do and how we’re going to do it, how
we’re going to stick together, what we’re going to
listen to, what we’re not going to listen to,” said
quarterback J.P. Losman, who struggled again with
two fumbles and an interception. “We’ve got to get
a fire back in us, confidence, and keep it there.
We’re moving the ball. That’s not a problem. We’re
moving the chains, moving the ball. We just have to
figure out how to punch it in.”

Sunday’s 28-6 loss to the Patriots was a far cry
from the 19-17 loss to New England back in Week
One. As soon as Buffalo surrendered two touch-
downs in the first quarter and failed to capitalize on
a red zone opportunity on its opening drive, settling
instead for a 40-yard Rian Lindell field goal, it was
all Patriots.

Frustrations mounted from the game, as Buffalo
continued to make the mistakes that have cost them
victories this year. After a brilliant shovel pass to
Willis McGahee for a 56-yard gain on the first drive,
the Bills followed up with a failed gimmick play
with receiver Josh Reed lined up at QB and Losman
split out wide left. Then it was a short run by
McGahee and a fumble by Losman to set the Bills
back to the New England 22.

The Bills also took bad penalties, like the rough-
ing-the-passer call on Chris Kelsay for hitting Tom
Brady after the quarterback had gone down to the
turf on third and 10 from the Buffalo 21. That penalty
set up the Patriots with a first down on the Bills 12.
And good teams take advantage of any opportunity.

On the next play, Corey Dillon took the ball around
the left side to give New England a 14-3 lead.

“Foolish errors don’t really give us much of a
chance to win the game, especially against good
opponents,” head coach Dick Jauron said. “And,
obviously, they’re a good opponent. So we just got
ourselves out of it.”

With two weeks to prepare for the Green Bay
Packers, the Bills have plenty of areas in need of
attention.

The offensive line is struggling, especially now
with the injury to left guard Tutan Reyes. Willis
McGahee is averaging fewer than four yards per
carry. Turnovers continue to plague the offense.
The defense is giving up too many points and big
plays.

“We’ll get an early jump (on Green Bay) and then
we’ll focus on fundamentals, the basics,” Jauron
said. “We’ll have individual period and work on our
form tackling and fits. When it comes down to it,
those are the things that win and lose for you. This
team has played seven games and clearly we aren’t
fundamentally hitting our fits all the time and
executing our schemes all the time like we need to
be. This is an ultimate team sport. Nine guys can
execute well and two can fail it and it looks really
bad. That’s what has been happening. There are
certainly stretches where we execute it well. We
have to get a lot better in our fundamentals and I
have to do a better job preparing them. We’ve got
to execute. We’ll spend a good deal of time going
back to fundamental football because those are the
things that will win for you. If we keep it close, we
have a chance. If we don’t, if we keep committing
foolish errors in the game, then we kill ourselves.
It’s hard to beat the opponent and ourselves in the
same game.”

The work ethic on the team is not in question, it’s
the execution on the field. But games aren’t won in
the workout room.

“We work so hard, and it’s really unfortunate that
we’re not getting wins,” said left tackle Larry
Tripplett. “But as far as working hard and giving
everything you have and having a passion for the
game, the guys are doing that. We’ve just got to limit
the mistakes and win games.”

e-mail: mkrueger@beenews.com

 9378 Transit at Casey • East Amherst

 639-8 0 1 9
 Certified Virtuésse Concept Studio

 Now offering 
 Non-Surgical 
 Hair 
 Replacement
 for all your hair 
 loss needs.

 Capello Salons

 The only hair replacement featured on 
 national news, hit makeover shows, 

 and in Hollywood movies!  www.vrhair.com

 Leader in 
 Beauty 
 Enhancement 
 for over 35 
 years

 Attention AMERICAN AXLE, GM & DELPHI Employees!
 DO YOU HAVE

 DELTA DENTAL INSURANCE?
 Here’s part of what your plan may 
 cover for you and your dependents:

 Call us to discuss your specific plan 
 details and to schedule your visit!

 •  $0 Annual Deductible
 •  $ 1 700 Benefits per calendar year
 •  1 00% Coverage on regular 

 cleanings, exams & x-rays
 •  1 00% Coverage on fillings, root 

 canals and extractions
 •  90% Coverage on single crowns

 Dr. Shannon McCarthy is a 
 participating provider with Delta 
 Dental Insurance. We are accepting 
 new patients will all types of Delta 
 Dental Insurance.

 Shannon H. McCarthy, DDS
 5853 Transit Road
 East Amherst, NY  1 405 1

 Call: 689- 4 111
 www.doctormccarthy.com

 OPEN SUNDAYS 
 1-3PM

 Joe Rubino
 983-1155

 Village Edge Subdivision Village Edge Subdivision
 13 Private Treed Lots on Cul-de-Sac

 John Rubino
 444-2222

 •  Lots Start at 75 '  x 200 '
 •  Williamsville Schools • Sidewalks

 Located off Wehrle Drive
 between Youngs and Garrison roads.

 New Build For Sale:
 3 , 000 sq. ft. Colonial ~ 45 Days From Completion

 62 Rubino Court

 Hurry, only a few lots left!

 Formerly “Al Maroone Ford”

 4045 Transit Road
 Williamsville, NY 14221

 7 1 6. 634.2000

 Your one stop location for first class personalized service

 Coupon expires 11-04-06

 $ 1 00 00  O FF
 Your Repair of
 $ 500 00  or More

 in Our Body 
 Shop

 Coupon expires 11-04-06

 1/2
 OFF

 NYS 
 Inspection

 Coupon expires 11-04-06

 FREE 
 Basic Car 

 Wash
 in our

 “State of the Art”
 Car Wash & Detail shop


