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Editor
letters to the

Miano

Lillian E.
Miano,

bookkeeper
Lillian E. Miano, 83, of Getzville,

a bookkeeper, died Thursday,
Oct. 5, 2006, in Hospice Buffalo,
Inc.

Born Lillian Gengo in Batavia,
she was a graduate of Lafayette
High School.

She was a
bookkeeper with
Hart Hotels for
nine years.

Mrs. Miano al-
so enjoyed gar-
dening, furniture
refinishing, trav-
eling, and the-
a t e r.

Mrs. Miano is survived by two
daughters, Nancy Miano and
Denise Hoover; a son, Gary; two
sisters, Jeanne Forell and Sandra
Drumm; seven grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Services were held Tuesday,
Oct. 10 from the Tonawanda
Chapel of Amigone Funeral
Home and St. Pius X Church.

open, and Verizon donated
$13,000 for children’s program-
ming.

Everyone knows that closing
our library is a hot-button issue,
and this community will do what-
ever it needs to in order to make
it exquisitely clear to the town
supervisor and board the value
we have for it. Yet, not one penny
was allocated for the library in
the supervisor’s 2007 budget, de-
spite a decrease in the amount of
funding requested by Mary Bobin-
ski, director of the Amherst Li-
braries, as she was able to secure
funding from other sources.

Our library will close if funding
is not allocated in the town’s 2007
budget. We cannot be complacent
about this — write letters,
e-mails, and make phone calls to
(Supervisor Satish) Mohan and
the Town Board members.
Demonstrate your support for
keeping our library open by at-
tending the public hearing at 7
p.m. Monday, Oct. 16 in Town
Hall.

Jean Stadelman, chairman

of Save Our Williamsville

Library
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taxpayers money.
Preparing for the public hearing

may be difficult for residents.
According to O’Loughlin, the lay-
out of the budget is “nothing but
financial spaghetti.

“The format is a disgrace,” he
said. “It is a format I got rid of last
year ... and for whatever reason,
it’s back to the old method.”

With no index, finding specific
department funding is difficult,
he said.

However, department heads are
well aware of how the tentative

budget would affect them.

Police
Upon reviewing his section of

the 2007 plan, Chief John Moslow
has found four major items that
he will be discussing with the
supervisor and also with the
Town Board at a meeting on
T h u r s d a y.

The tentative budget includes a
staffing number of 149. Moslow
said he would like to be at full
staffing — 154 officers. In 1994
the Town Board moved to in-
crease to 151 officers, and in 2005
the board approved the increase
to 154.

Moslow is also concerned
about the proposed cut to over-
time. With a request for $400,000,
Moslow said the budget includes
only $100,000. He expects the
department will spend $100,000
in overtime in the first quarter of
2007.

“I want the overtime reinstated.
If the $100,000 stands, there will
be no discretionary details what-
soever,” he said, noting that

would affect investigations and
basic law enforcement details.

The Police Department budget
was also cut $600,000 in person-
nel costs that must be paid ac-
cording to the contract between
the town and police employees,
Moslow said.

Another major impact in the
2007 budget is funding for cross-
ing guards. Moslow said the cur-
rent funding would reduce the
crossing guard staff by four.

The chief said he will continue
to review the budget and address
his concerns with the supervisor
and the Town Board.

Yo u t h
Amherst Youth Board Execu-

tive Director Joseph Bachovchin
said funding to his department
was reduced by $64,282.

“Those cuts will result in reduc-
tions in service — exactly how is
where the citizens board comes
in,” Bachovchin said.

The board has a meeting on Oct.
11 when the budget will be dis-
cussed. Bachovchin said fee in-

creases will most likely be on the
agenda.

Having just increased fees in
January, he said the board prefers
to raise costs every two years, if
possible, instead of each year.

Included in the Youth Depart-
ment budget is $100,000 for the
Eggertsville Community Center
that does not pertain to the rest of
the budget.

Recreation
Anne Schiferle, director of the

Town of Amherst Recreation De-
partment, said reductions were
made throughout her department
but the impact is unknown at this
time.

The Recreation Department
oversees the Pepsi Center, golf
courses and recreation complex.

“I feel that programming and
service-wise we did well,” she
said. “I think this budget is work-
able. Sure there were areas of
reduction, but I haven’t itemized
what the impact will be.”

The question of increasing fees
is something Schiferle said she

hopes won’t have to be addressed
in 2007. Program fee increases
were imposed this past year.

Library
The $100,000 budgeted for the

Williamsville Library by the Town
of Amherst in 2006 has been cut
to zero for 2007. Amherst Public
Library Director Mary F. Bobinski
said the library has served thou-
sands of people through program-
ming, circulation of materials and
meeting space.

“In spite of a reduced request
for Williamsville Library due to
funding from other sources, no
funds were allocated for this pur-
pose in the supervisor’s town
budget for 2007,” she said. “We
know that this a difficult period,
but we also know that our elected
officials manage to fund millions
for various projects.”

In other budget lines: the super-
visor’s portion of the budget in-
creased $108,008 from 2006, in-
cluding $50,000 in contingency,
money that can be spent without
Town Board approval.


