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Hilbert seeking assistant hoops coach
Hilbert College is searching for a part-time assistant men’s basketball
coach. Candidates must posses a flexible schedule and appropriate
New York State driver’s license. College level coaching or playing
experiences a plus. Candidates should send a letter of interest, resume,
and three professional references with contact information to Rob
deGrandpre, head men’s basketball coach, Hilbert College, 5200 South
Park Avenue, Hamburg, N.Y, 14075 or e-mail
rdegrandpre@hilbert.edu.

Junior World Diving Championships

Matthews hopes to make splash in Malaysia

Getzville’s Casey Matthews will make her first appearance at the FINA
World Junior Diving Championships. The event will be held Aug. 23-27 in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Matthews will compete in 3-meter. File Photo

by PATRICK J. NAGY
Reporter

Wings diver Casey Matthews
doesn’t know much about
Malaysia but she has a week to
research.

That’s because Matthews, a ju-
nior this fall at Williamsville
North, took silver in the 16-18
girls 3-meter age group at the
2006 US Speedo Junior National
Diving Competition July 26-30 in
Indianapolis, Ind. to qualify her
for the 16th FI-
NA World Ju-
nior Diving
Championships.
The event will
be held Aug.
23-27 in Kuala
L u m p u r,
Malaysia.

Sixteen divers
from USA Div-
ing have been
invited. Besides
New York City’s
Linus Alt-
man-Kurosaki
(16-18 boys
3-meter, plat-
form) Matthews is the only diver
from New York who advanced.
Four other divers hail from Cali-
fornia and another two come
from Florida and Maryland.

Matthews, who turns 16 on Aug.
20, is thrilled to be going.

“It was a huge accomplish-
ment,” she said. “When I got sec-
ond, it was the best I’ve ever dove
in my life.”

Matthews dove a personal USA
Diving high score of 417.45 in the
finals. Her previous high was
382.56 in the 14-15 girls 3-meter at
the 2005 Speedo Junior Nation-
als. This year, she was eighth after
her first five preliminary dives
and in finals, used a front
2½-pike, back 2½-tuck, reverse
2½ tuck and inward 2½ tuck dive

for consistent scores of 7.5.
“It was the same dives as last

year. This year I was just in the
zone,” said Matthews. “After I hit
my first two dives, I knew I could
hit the last ones.”

“I was (also) a lot more focused
because I’m in a new age group
this year and really wanted to
achieve my goals,” Matthews
added. “This is one of them so it
was really cool.”

“It was unbelievable,” said
Wings Diving coach Karla Helder,

who is also Uni-
versity at Buffa-
lo’s men’s and
women’s diving
coach. “To see
her rise to the
occasion and do
the dives I see
her do in prac-
tice all of the
time and finally
put it together
in a competitive
situation was
absolutely
thrilling.”

Helder added
that Matthews’

dive degree difficulty of 2.6-2.7
greatly helped her score.

Joining Matthews on Team USA
in the 16-18 girls 3-meter is Abby
Johnston of Columbus Ohio, who
won gold at Speedo Junior Na-
tionals with a score of 435.65.
Johnston took silver at last year’s
Speedo Junior Nationals. The top
two finishers advance to junior
worlds.

Matthews also made finals in
the 1-meter but finished 12th
(336.90). She was 11th in prelims
(323.05).

Matthews will train at the
Amherst Pepsi Center until Thurs-
day before heading to Eastern
Michigan University for five days
to work with Thea Vock, a stand-
out diver from Michigan and her

‘‘I just can’t wait
to be there. I’m
going to be
competing with 34
other countries so
I’ll get to see some
amazing
diving.’’— Casey Matthews

coach, Loren “Buck” Smith.
Matthews meets the rest of the
USA diving team in San Francisco,
Calif. on Aug. 16 before the team
leaves for Malaysia the next day.

“I just can’t wait to be there,”
said Matthews, who won a New
York State diving title in 2004.
“I’m going to be competing with
34 other countries so I’ll get to see
some amazing diving. It’s going to
be such an experience to actually
get to dive with them, to know
you’re that good because this nev-
er happens.”

“This is a milestone for Wings
Diving,” added Helder. “We’ve got
somebody who’s highly competi-
tive who has broken through the
circuit and established herself on
the elite level. It’s exciting not
only for the club but Casey as
well.”

Matthews is not the only mem-
ber from Wings Diving who is
busy this month. Nathan Geary of
Lancaster and Josh Loucks of
Cheektowaga qualified for the
2006 AAU Diving National Cham-
pionships held through Sunday in
Mission Viejo, Calif. Geary and
Loucke will compete in 16-18
boys 1- and 3-meter; Geary will
also perform platform. Helder
said unlike Matthews, Geary and
Loucks qualified by attaining a
point standard during the high
school season. Matthews, Geary
and Loucks train three to five
days per week at the UB pool,
Wings’ home facility.

Helder will be competing in 1-
and 3-meter at the XI FINA World
Masters Championship Aug.
12-14 at Stanford University in
Palo Alto, Calif.

Wings Diving is a year-round
program designed to help divers
learn proper fundamentals and
techniques. They offer competi-
tive diving and lessons.

e-mail: pnagy@beenews.com

Amherst Lightning Gold wins 16U PONY Nationals

(Please turn to page 17)

The Amherst Lightning Gold 16U Girls Fastpitch
Softball Team won the PONY National Softball
Championship. Members of the team, pictured from left
are: first row - Shannon Wilson and Michelle Krier;
second row - Steve Ulmer, Phil Mankowski, Danielle

Martzolf, Katie Lancellotti, Sam Rajski, Kaylee Lekki,
Kerry Ulmer, Amanda Cannizzo, Kyrstin Lekki, Melissa
Rogers, Kate Mankowski, Holly Johnson, Jeff Cannizzo
and Harry Martzolf.

Photo by Patrick McPartland

The Amherst Lightning Gold
16U Girls Fastpitch Softball Team
won the PONY National Softball
Championship last week.

The tournament featured 120
teams from 35 states and Canada.
This was the veteran team’s
fourth trip to nationals in five
years. The Lightning posted an
overall 11-0 record in the tourna-
ment. They are 60-8 overall.

Team highlights include
outscoring their opposition 57-8
and seven shutouts. The Light-
ning battled through four one-run
victories and never trailed at any
time. The Lightning relied on
strong pitching, great team de-
fense, and timely hitting.

A grueling four games on cham-
pionship Saturday led the Light-
ning from the Sweet 16 round to
the championship game. A first
game extra inning 5-4 victory over
the Maryland Magic put the team
into the Elite 8 for the first time
in its history. Momentum took

over as the Lightning quickly dis-
mantled the New Jersey Torna-
dos, 8-0, and Ohio Classics, 6-2, to
gain a spot in the National Cham-
pionship game versus the Mary-
land Hornets.

After threatening in the first
inning, the Lightning went down
in order in the second and strand-
ed one in the third.

The defense was holding things
together by shutting down Mary-
land’s strong hitting.

The Lightning, who had capital-
ized on the opposition’s mistakes
throughout the tournament, were
ready to strike in the fourth. Katie
Lancellotti opened with a single.
Kerry Ulmer worked the count
full before drawing a walk. The
runners advanced on a passed
ball. Kyrstin Lekki executed a
perfect bunt to score Lancellotti
and when the pitcher attempted
to throw out Lekki at first, Ulmer
scored the team’s second run.


